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psychological. In their own way they were magnificent,
and the general feeling at the time amongst critics and
readers was almost one of despair that the last word had
been said, on the greater tragedies at least, and that noth-
ing more remained to be done.

Nevertheless, in the same year 1904, there appeared
the first volumes of two works which have actually revolu-
tionised modern notions about Shakespeare and his plays.
They were the edition of the works of the Elizabethan
pamphleteer, Thomas Nashe, edited by Dr. R. B. Mc-
[Kerrow, and the  Diary and Tapers of Philip Henslowe,
edited by Dr. W. W. Greg. Both were fine pieces of
scholarship. Dr. McKerrow examined the different texts
minutely, and by exact comparison and deduction he was
able to reveal much that went on in the Elizabethan print-
ing-houses,  while by his illuminating commentary he
illustrated contemporary thought and history. This work
was one of the first great examples of the modern science
of bibliography which showed scholars what could be
-recovered by exact examination of texts and manuscripts.
The Diary and Papers of Philip Henslowe were impor-
tant in another way. Henslowe was the owner of several
London theatres: the Rose, the Fortune and others. For
a period of ten years, between 1^92 and 1602, he kept an
exact account in a large ledger of his dealings with the
various   companies   that  played  at  his   theatres.   This
account books known as Henslowe s Diary^ is the most
important document of Elizabethan stage history. In i ^92
Edward Alleyn, the first Elizabethan tragic actor to be-
come famous, married Henslowe's step-daughter, and for